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the Poles by eighteen votes to seven1 . . . However, the
more people try to hinder the accomplishment of this in-
justice the more the Emperor appears to excite himself madly
to bring it about and the more he insists upon its being
settled. It is as though a fury had taken possession of him.
One asks oneself whether he isn't rather mad. Many people
are afraid of this, foreigners more so than the Germans
themselves. They fear he may get an attack one day and
set the world on fire without any warning. This reminds
me of a conversation which I had with the British Ambas-
sador the other day. He is cool-headed, calm and is well
acquainted with the terrain of this country to which he has
been accredited for at least ten years. "At any moment
something serious might happen with a character which lets
itself go to such an extent as the Emperor's,'* he said to me.
"We diplomats who are accredited to the Court here, -we
haven't a safe moment. We begin and end our days in
fear and trembling." Also Lascelles has had enough of this
post, he has asked for his recall and in July we shall have the
regret of seeing him retire into private life.

Berlin, I4th February, 1908.

Our political preoccupations have grown rather than
diminished. On to our many internal troubles is grafted
the tension which has arisen between Austria and Russia.2
These two countries are at daggers drawn since Aerenthal's
clumsy declarations. No-one can conceive how he can have
taken up such a position vis-h-vis the Balkan Question with-
out an understanding with Iswolski at St. Petersburg. People
are very shocked at this method of doing things and every-
one is repeating that Goluchowski would never have acted

1  See Note on "The Polish Problem," pp. 355-6.

2 See Note on " Macedonia," pp. 366-71.
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